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FOR THE GUSPEL MESSENGER. 


ADDRESS TO PARENTS. 

Tr is to all of you, and not to his countrymen only, that the 
law-giver of Israel may be understood as speaking, when he 
said, “These words, which I command thee this day”—that is 
the doctrines and precepts of religion—*shall be in thy heart ;* 
not merely in thy memory, but thy affections. ‘My son (saith 
the Lord) give me thy heart.” We are told that it is with the 
heart man believeth uuto righteousness, and are required to pray 
both with the understanding and with the spirit. It is the aim 
of true religion, to regulate not the outward conduct mere- 
ly, but the disposition also. As it is our duty to love 
God, it is also to love every thing connected with him ; in par- 
ticular to love his *‘words,”’ which menareto believeandobey. If 
you love the Lord, you will be anxious that your children should 
love him; and if you value his “‘words,” you will endeavor that 
they should possess these words, and not only possess, but value 
and cherish them as the most precious inheritance—the pearl of 

reat price, for which a man would wisely give all that he has. 

ou will assist them to acquire a knowledge of the Divine will; 
encourage them to keep his commandments ; and pray for them 
that they may have grace to love the truth, and to find their chief 
delight inobedience toGod. You willinstruct them “diligently,” 
not declining the toil, and the self-denial, which are necessary 
for their religious improvement. You will instruct them con- 
stantly—not discouraged by any untoward occurrence; not con- 
tented with intermitted efforts—in particular, by the significant 
custom of family worship punctually observed every day at 
evening “‘when thou liest down,” and in the morning “when 
thou risest up.” You willinstruct them inthe momentsof leisure 
“ when thou sittest in thy house,” and in those of recreation and 
busifiess “ when thou walkest by the way.” You willvary your 
instructions to prevent tediousvess, and to adapt them to their 
diverse dispositions, addressing thenr both formally and familiar- 
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ly, by precept and by example, by words and by visible 
signs. You will “talk” to them of the divine mercies. You 
will “write”’* out lessons for them ; especially you will endeavor 
to make them sensible that you attach the greatest importance 
toreligion. By the frequency of your instructions, the affectionate 
earnestness of your manner, the rules and customs of your house- 
hold, and above all, the consistency of your own conduct, you 
will most impressively declare, that in your view, Religion is the 
one thing needful ; that it is your supreme Director ‘‘as a frontlet 
between your eyes,” and the Director, which you have chosen for 
those under your authority, whose laws, therefore, are in spirit, 
if not in the very letter, inscribed *“‘upon the posts and the gates 
of thy house,” even as the Church hath inscribed the ten com- 
mandments over her chancel, as a visible sign of her allegiance 
to God ; and a monitor to all who come into her courts. It is 
thus that the Almighty has enjoined the religious education of the 
young ; and at the same time reminded us of its great importance; 
of the persons to whom this charge is specially committed ; and 
of the methods by which it may be satisfactorily fulfilled. Can 
it be necessary to search the Scriptures for a clearer and fuller 
statement of the obligation of religious education ; or can there 
be a more explicit commandment than this, “ Thou shalt teach 
them diligently to th¥ children?” That this duty more particu- 
larly rests upon parents and heads of families, is evident from 
the references to domestic regulations.+ It is equally evident that 
God would have the young instructed, as he has been pleased 
in all ages to instruct his Church, by the writings of inspired 
men ; by the addresses of the living speaker ; and by outward 
and visible signs both of doctrines and duties. And if we are 
inquiring for motives to animate us in this matter, where can 
we find any so strong as are suggested by the consideration, 
that our heavenly father has condescended to interest himself in 
its success ; to point out the method, and the spirit by which it is 
to be conducted ; and to claim for it the solicitude, the prayers, 
and the co-operation of his Church. It is by his direction that 
the child in tender infancy is made a member of his Church, and 
thus its religious welfare commended to the prayers and atten- 
tion of the whole society of believers. So great is his loving kind- 
ness to the human race. Such in the view of infinite wisdom, 
is the importance of early religious education. 

It is intended in the present address, to enforce this truth, by 
a few plain considerations. Inthe first place, let us advert to the 
undisputed fact, that the young are liable to death. Religion is 
to be planted in the soul, during the present life. It cannot be 
planted at any after period. Now is the seed-time for the tree 
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of everlasting life, and if this time be not improved, there can be 
no harvest but of tares, fit only to be burned. You intend, it 
cannot be doubted, for it would be to doubt your parental affec- 
tion, to instruct your child in the knowledge untosalvation. But 
you have not yet begun. Perhaps you have postponed the con- 
cerns of your own soul, to some more convenient season ; and 
with respect to the most important of your parental duties, have 
been under the influence of the same delusive procrastination. 
Perhaps it has proceeded in part from the consciousness of the 
inconsistency, in urging on another, duties neglected by yourself. 
While you are resolving, and re-resolving, death intervenes, and 
the opportunity of carrying into effect your good intentions is ir- 
recoverable. What retrospect can be more distressing! Had 
he been religiously instructed, and disciplined, he might have 
had a tranquil departure, and secured the blissful inheritance of 
the saints. You might have beheld his eyes moistened with 
tears of pure joy, and brightened by celestial hope. You mighit 
have heard him sing the hymn of triumph over the last enemy, 
and comfort you with the assurance that he had a desire to 
depart, and be with Christ. You might have been spared any 
the least doubt of his safety and welfare. And why was 
he not introduced into the way of peace and salvation? Who, 
(excepting the child,) was so deeply interested to do so as your- 
self? ‘To whom hath God committed this very thing? Had he 
been older, he might have searched himself for ‘the old path 
where is the good way,” but he was inexperienced, and you, his 
appointed guide and helper, stood afar off, perhaps ever thought- 
less of his danger, or at best, intending by and by to care for his 
soul. If his inherited disorder be not now incurable, if his sal- 
vation be not forever forfeited, if happiness be not separated 
from him by animpassable fixed gulph, he isin no respect indebt- 
ed to parental solicitude and exertions. If then you meditate 
any purposes of kindness towards your children, execute them 
now. Ina moment they may be out of your reach, and their 
character and destiny settled for eternity. If you desire them 
to be holy, and happy, and can contribute to such purposes, in 
any degree, ought you not to seize the earliest opportunity ?— 
To-morrow belongs not either to them or to you. 

Inthe second place, let us advert tothe uncertainty of the pavent’s 
life. If he, on whom the obligation chiefly rests, who is pre-em- 
inently interested in the welfare of his children, has done nothing 
or little, to form their religious character, he cannot reasonably 
expect that it will engage the solicitude of other persons, after 
his decease. It is true there is a benevolent spirit more than 
ordinarily active at the present day, for the spiritual benefit of 
the young. But no parent can be sure that attention will be 
directed to his children ; that the efforts of the benevolent in 
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their behalf will be constant and effectual, and that they can be 
any thing more than a poor substitute for his own exertions. In 
the final hour, will it not be a painful addition to his regrets and 
fears, that he had suffered life to pass away, without making any 
spiritual provision for those most dear to him ; that the very im- 
portant concern of their religious education must now be commit- 
ted tothose who might be negligent, who probably would, seeing he 
had, been with so many stronger motives; that if they should ulti- 
mately forfeit the rewards of piety, and incur the awful penalty 
of sin, the fault would in part be imputable to him? Let every 
parent then take care to pray for his child, and to lead him into 
the path of salvation, before the night cometh, in which no man 
can work. There is a peculiar efficacy in the lesson of a parent, 
especially of a mother, as this fact bears witness: “ A prisoner 
in New-England, considerably past his prime, who had been a 
partaker in almost all crimes, remarked that nothing among the 
punishmeuts of men, or teachings of God, ever made him feel 
serious but the words of his dying mother, in which she besought 
him to love his Saviour, and to take care of his soul, so as to 
meet herin heaven. In his deepest, lowest descents, he confes- 
sed he was never able utterly to drive from his mind the words 
of his pious mother, or to think of them without emotion.” 

In the third place, there is great force in the consideration, 
that the difficulties of religious faith and practice are com- 
paratively few, and vincible in early life. These difficulties arise 
from two causes, temptation, and vicious habit. ‘ Can the Ethi- 
opian change his skin, or the leopard his spots? Then may ye 
also do good that have been accustomed to do evil.” But 
the young have no evil habits, or none: of long standing. 
It is on this fact that Solomon insists, as a motive to early 
piety, to the remembrance of the Creator in youth, before 
the evil days come, when they shall say, ‘‘ We have ne pleasure in 
them.” Corrupt cature is the sad inheritance of every man, 
but the young have not,by long yielding to it,increased its power, 
and rendered it almost irresistible. ‘They are liable to the temp- 
tation of Satan, but he is never so feeble as in his assaults, on 
them, for they do not invite and encourage him in the degree in 

which grown persons do, and with the lowly especially, God is 

to succor and defend them. With respect to the temp- 
tations of the world, there are none of the human race who are 
go little concerned with the affairs of the world, and so little 
under its influence as the young. All experience attests that 
it is this class of mankind who most welcome religion, and on 
whom its influence is most complete and lasting. Few are the 
instances of genuine conversion in manhood. They are much more 
rare in old age, Look into the biography of the pious, and you 
will find the great majority have been brought up in the nurture 
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and admouition of the Lord. There is then the greatest en- 
couragement to bestow attention on the religious culture of 
the young. In such a work, recommended by himself, God will 
surely co-operate by his providence and grace. Their minds are 
open and eager for divine knowledge, and susceptible of the most 
abiding impressions. In them the roots of bitterness, to be 
removed before the good seed can find room, are few and on the 
surface. Theweeds have only just sprung up, and can be now 
most easily destroyed. They are inclined to sin as all are ; are 
placed in the midst of a wicked world ; and by reason of the 
fall exposed to the arts of “the enemy.” But temptations from 
these causes become every day more and more formidable. They 
are never so few and weak as in the earliest stages of life, and by 
none so easily surmounted as by the young, under the kind and 
judicious direction of their elders and the constraining and 
strengthening grace of God. 

In the fourth place, consolation and satisfaction, usefulness and 
future happiness are materially dependent on the cultivation of 
early piety. What delightful emotions must have been awaken- 
ed in the bosom of Timothy, when reminded, that from a child 
he had known the holy scriptures, which were able to make him 
‘wise unto salvation, through faith which is in Christ Jesus ;” 
aid that this faith, under God, had been imparted to him by his 
beloved mother and grandmother. How many sins, and sor- 
rows, and fears, did he escape, in consequence of their early 
care for his soul! What ineffable consolations in thedark days 
of this mortal life,—what bright hopes,—what satisfying en- 
joyments, such as the world could neither give or take away, 
had they been the happy instruments of procuring forhim. What 
equivalent could he have received for the recollections, that he 
had early served the God of his fathers ; that he had not first, 
like the prodigal, been disappointed by another master ; that he 
had not withheld from his best friend the first fruits of his heart; 
that he had no struggles to make against earlv rooted sinful ha- 
bits ; and that there hung over his life none of those dark clouds, 
which rising in the morning, the brightest noon of virtue can never 
entirely chase away. The late penitent must have many peculiar 
regrets and inconveniences, and apprehensions; regrets that he 
has lived so many days of ingratitude, lost so many o univ 
ties of serving God, and doing good to men, tarnished his life 
with so many sins, and laid the foundation of habits which are 
perpetually impeding him in the right way, and like a counter 
eurrent carrying him back to the vanities which he desires to re- 
nounce. His usefulness is grievously interrupted by the suspi- 
cion of his fellow men ; if he be old, that he has renounced the 
world only because the world has renounced bim; and if he be 
in middle life, by the no less marring suspicion, that he has sin- 
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ister views, which he chooses to conceal by the cloak of religion. 
But on the young suspicion cannot fasten. Their choice of re- 
ligion is readily admitted to be the result of sincere preference, 
not of disappointment or satiety, or of incapacity for participa- 
ting in the pleasures of the world. ‘Their example, therefore, 
is especially valuable. It is they who can most effectually, by 
their lips and lives admonish the guilty, and encourage all to be 
faithful. It is in the life of such, if of any on the earth, that we 
trace the “beauty of holiness,” with the fewest spots and 
wrinkles, and such things. And does not our Lord sanction 
this view of the subject,when he said of the little children brought 
to him, that of such, of similar character, were the inhabitants 
of heaven. It will not be denied that there are degrees in the 
heavenly felicity, as there are in future punishment, since we 
are told that it shall be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomor- 
rah in the day of judgment, than for some others, and also “tone 
star differeth from another star in glory.” Will not, then, the 
greatest measure of felicity be their portion, who have served 
God all the days of their life ; who have devoted to him the 
greatest proportion of their time; and their best days,their hearts 
and minds, and strength, while they were yet fresh as the morn- 
ing air, and the early spring. | Who was the beloved disciple, 
the favorite of our blessed Lord? Was it not John, the 
youngest of the twelve? And isit not, to say the least, inti- 
mated that early piety will be marked with more than com- 
mon favor by that declaration—*Go and cry in the ears of 
Jerusalem, thus saith the Lord, I remember thee, the kindness 
of thy youth.” You perceive how many and how great, yea 
how unequalled are the motives which recommend early piety. 
Comfort depends upon it, for it will under the divine blessing, 
diminish the number of sins, prevent those habits which are not 
to be conquered in after life without pain; save from many dis- 
tressing recollections and be itself a source of deliglitfnl and 
encouraging reflections. It will enable your child to be more 
useful than he could otherwise be, and add many jewels to the 
crown of his everlasting glory. It has been well remarked, that 
the consecration of youth to God is pleasing to him, and that a 
flower when offered in the bud, is an acceptable sacrifice. By 
these advantages of early piety, parents cannot but be incited 
to use faithfully those means which promise to kindle and sup- 
port it; those means which God hath required them to use, and 
with which he will assuredly co-operate by his powerful grace. 
As religion is to be cultivated, if at all, during the present life ; 
as the young may be called out of life ina moment; and as the 
lives of their parents on whom their religious education chiefly 
devolves, are equally precarious; as religious principles are 
most easily and deeply implanted in the young mind and heart ; 
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as the comfort, the usefulness, and the future happiness of every 
man may be materially promoted by his having been brought 
up in the fear and worship of God; the education of the youn 
is a concern in which every feeling heart must be intereste 
while it claims the first attention of the young themselves, 
and of those to whom it is specially committed, in virtue of their 
relation, friendship or Christianengagement. It has been com- 
mitted by our moral governor, especially to parents and minis- 
ters. May they be duly sensible of their accountability, and 
have grace to discharge the solemn duty. To assist these di- 
vinely appointed instructers, and to supply their place should 
absence or death make it necessary, are the duties assigned by 
the Church to sponsors. The object is so important, that every 
means of furthering it, and every auxiliary should be valued 
and cherished. Honourable is the office of a sponsor, for he is 
a teacher of the sublimest science, an advocate for heaven, and 
a promoter of the highest interests of his pupil and of society. 
He has indeed undertaken, asthe Church expresses it, ‘a charita- 
bie work,” to endeavor to advance the best happiness of the young 
in time, and their never-ending happiness hereafter, to render 
them useful members of the community, and meet partakers of the 
heavenly society, to assist the parent in an undertaking both im- 
portant and arduous, and to co-operate with the Church, and her 
divine head, in bringing many sons to glory. While the parents 
are living, the sponsors are their advisers and their helpers in 
relation to the most interesting of their concerns. And should 
they be removed, they are to enter upon the most important of 
their relations, that of spiritual guide to their child. To them 
in death they have bequeathed their most precious charge. To 
them they speak as from the grave, appealing to their friend- 
ship, their humanity, and their religious promises at the altar. 
Take care, that he be warned to avoid sin, and instructed, and 
encouraged to obey God. Take care, that he perish not; that 
he be saved from irreligion and its awful consequenees, and that 
so far as your prayers, and lessons, and entreaties, can promote 
the purpose (according to your solemn engagements at the altar) 
he may be a member of Christ, indissolubly united to him, as 
the body to the head; a child of God; and if a child, then an 
heir, an heir of God, and joint heir with Jesus Christ. 
_———— 
The gospel of Christ is a box of precious ointment ; by preaching, 
the box is broken, and the fragrance diffused. 
It is a great mercy to be cheered by the Gospel of peace; but a 
greater to be comforted with the peace of the gospel. 
Faithful preaching aims at humbling the sinner, filling him with a 
hatred-of iniquity, and raising him from the death of sin to the life of 
righteousuess, through Jesus Christ. 
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FOR THE GOSPEL, MESSENGER. 


THE SERMON, 
Preached to St. Philip’s Congregation, on the afternoon of the day of their religious 
humiliation (February 20.)—Printed by Request. 
Matt. vi. part of verses 9. 10. 
“ Our Father in heaven—thy will be done.” 


Brethren : On Sunday last, when our Church was yet falling 
and smoking, and our sorrows and solicitudes were freshly gush- 
ing, you were toid.that you must look for consolation to him who 
has said, ‘‘Come unto me, all ye that are weary and heavy la- 
den, and I will give you rest ;” and that our minds should be 
engaged with two inquiries: Why hath God thus afflicted us, 
and what is our duty under existing circumstances? If I were 
disposed to go over these grounds, it would be quite unnecessary, 
after the discourse which this morning fixed your attention.— 
Indeed I should deem it unnecessary to add a word, and would 
prefer to be silent, if I did not suppose that some persons may 
be present who were not here in the forenoon, and if f did not 
recollect that He whose servants we are, whose wisdom is per- 
fect, has directed his ministers to give line upon line, and precept 
upon precept ; not to be too fastidious about repetition, or to 
hesitate to give here a little, and there a little, which his grace 
may bless to consolation, and direction, and edification. 

There is a principle of association in human nature, which is 
the foundation of our attachment to inanimate objects. _Is it that 
our garden is the most beautifulin its arrangements—the best 
stocked with flowers and fruits? No, but we have walked in 
it with a beloved friend, and it has been the scene of pleasant 
meditations. .Is our own house as commodious and elegant as 
thousands in our sight? No, but it is home with its endearing 
society, and peculiar satisfactions. The Church is the scene 
of our communion with God our Father, Jesus our Redeemer, 
and the Holy Ghost our comforter and sanctifier ; and of fellow- 
ship in acts of devotion and charity with our brethren in Christ. 
It awakens recollections, and emotions, and anticipations of the 
most agreeable and elevated nature. The pious heart cannot 
separate its affections from the sanctuary. David speaks the 
common sentiment of devotion : “ Lord I have loved the habi- 
tations of thy house, and the place where thy honor dwelleth.” 
And when was he more distressed than when he exclaimed, ““O 
God, they have cast fire into thy sanctuary—they have burned 
up all the synagogues of God in the land!” When the King 
said unto Nehemizh, ‘“‘Why is thy couuntenance sad, secing thou 
art not sick ? this is nothing else but sorrow of heart ;” he re- 
plied, ‘* Why should not my countenance be sad, when the city, 
the place of my father’s sepulchres Jieth waste, and the gates 
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thereof are burned with fire?” With what satisfaction did the 
pious Hebrews contemplate their temple, ‘“ Master, see what 
manner of stones and what buildings are here.” It was the 
destruction of that temple which made the climax of the distres- 
ses of the siege, and the ruin of their city, Jerusalem. 

It has been well said there are. seme sorrows too big for utte- 
rance. Such was the sorrow of Eli, the priest of the land, when 
the ark being in danger, he sat upon a seat by the way-sidé 
watching, for his heart trembled for the ark of God—-silently 
watching ; and when he was told “ the ark is taken,” his tongue 
was sealed in perpetual silence, for he could hear no more, but im- 
mediately “fell from off the seat backward, and his neck brake” 
that he died. But brethren, beloved, (endeared to me, renewedly 
by our common calamity, and God grant that we may reap at 
least this advantage from it, a closer, and a firmer union among 
ourselves, leading to a deeper solicitude to advance each other’s 
spiritual and everlasting welfare) let me propose to your imita- 
tion the example of that same Eli, in reference to the very 
overwhelming sorrow, which brought his gray hairs to the grave. 
When he was told of the sorrows impending, and ready to burst 
upon him, (and his faith in the sure word of prophecy never 
wavered) he made this reply to the prophet, “It is the Lord, 
let him do what seemeth him good.” In like manner, David 
under his accumulated and heavy afflictions, said, ‘‘ I was dumb, 
1 opened not my mouth, because thou didst it.” The resigna- 
tion of Job was still more extraordinary. His language ex- 
presses not merely acquiescence in the divine wisdom and 
goodness, but so derided a preference for the will of God above 
his own will, that he blesses his holy name, as for giving, so 
also for taking away. You recolleet that Job gave utterance 
to the spirit of submission to God, not only in this emphatic 
manner, ‘“‘ Though he slay me, yet will [ trust in him,” but he 
also said in the view of his losses all pressing upon him at the 
same time,) his loss of children and friends, of property, by fire 
and otherwise, of health and almost of hope, then it was he said, 
“ The Lord gave, (yesthe Lord gave him all ihese things) and 
the Lord hath taken away, blessed be the name of the Lord.” 
Was not Job greatly consoled, (in a degree in which no other 
state. of mind could have consoled him) by the very emotion 
which led te this burst of resigned language? Well did the 
Psalmist teach, “‘O Lord of Hosts, blessed is the man who 
putteth his trust in thee.” 

But we are instructed, and encouraged by a much greater 
personage than Eli, or David, or Job. ‘The Son of God him- 
self, in that short but comprehensive prayer which he gave his 
disciples, bas taught them daily to offer up this petition, “ Thy 
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will (our father in heaven) be done.” Resignation must be im- 
portant to our best welfare, and our acceptance with God, since 
a petition for it is one of the only six whieh the great Shepherd 
and Bishop of souls has put into our mouths That it is impos- 
sible to exercise this virtue, without the grace of God assisting 
us, we are impressively taught also, in our being called to make 
it a subject -of special, frequent, yes, daily prayer, to our life’s 
end. The petition, ‘ thy will be done,” implies an asking for 
divine grace, as to de, so also to bear the will of God, meekly 
and patiently, and with an anxious desire to be profited by his 
chastening rod. How difficult of acquisition is a true Christian 
resignation. Our eyes and our ears tell us so every day, for 
murmurers and complainers, and countenances needlessly de- 
pressed, are thick around us. And he knows little indeed of 
the Christian life, who does not know by his own experience that 
resignation is a temper hard to be acquired, and when seeming- 
ly acquired, too liable to be lost, or grievously interrupted. 
But our blessed Lord inculcates it, not only in that peculiarly im-- 
pressive manner, which we have noticed, by making it a part of 
the short and only prayer he has bequeathed us, but also more 
than inculcates, yea, encourages and animates us to cherish un- 
reserved resignation by his own blessed example, under sorrows, 
the like to which have never been and never can be participa- 
ted, by any creature. When he was in the garden, and bowed 
down by that sorrow entirely peculiar to himself—the weight of 
the sins of a whole world—when his body so sympathized with 
his soul, that his sweat was as great drops, you hear him pray, 
* Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me ; never- 
theless, not my will, but thine be done.” Let us then pray for 
resignation as he did. And may we so seek asto obtain. May 
the like spirit be in us, as was in Christ Jesus. 

Christian resignation is founded in the conviction, that no- 
thing has come to pass without the permission of God. If he 
has not, by an act of -his power or providence, controlled 
the elements, or ordered the wills of men, the withholding his 
control had its foundation in wise reasons, yes, in merciful rea- 
sons also, if not so far as an immediate sufferer may be con- 
cerned, yet so far as his whole moral government is concerned, 
so far as concerns the essential and lasting welfare of his intel- 
ligent creatures, that is, the great majority of them. The 
Christian, therefore, benevolently holds, that hisown calami- 
ty, even if it admit not of mitigation or removal, and is not 
overruled for some benefit to himself, is to be acquiesced in for 
the advantages which may thence result to his fellow creatures 
at large. This is placing Christian resignation on the lowest 
foundation, and even in this point of view, there are good rea- 
sons for cultivating it. Let us suppose that no advantage result 
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to yourself from a calamity, yet if many other persons are bene- 
fitted, and the great interests of human nature advanced by it, 


this is a consideration which may well cla‘ acquiescence 
in the will of God, in the particular case, ni cially as it is 
a calamity which can affect your own hay. nly for the 
short term of this mortal life. But we ha-- ---- almost an 
extreme supposition. Few are the calamit: ‘e are none 


except those which put an end to the life «: cne impenitent at 
once) which may not be overruled to the benefit, not only of 
other men, but of the very individual who is immediately con- 
cerned. Sometimes they are overruled even to his temporal 
advantage, and he has reason, even in this respect to be thank- 
ful, that God chose for him, and did not allow him to choose for 
himself. But especially are present calamities designed, (and 
it is his own fault if they do not accomplish this design) to pro- 
mote man’s spiritual and eternal welfare. Riches take to them- 
selves wings ; honours give place to neglect, or (as in the case of 
Jo) to contempt—satisfactions, the most reasonable, the purest, 
the nearest assimilated to those of a heavenly character, are 
blighted, that man may be influenced to lay up treasures in 
heaven, to seek the honour which cometh of God, and to set his 
affections on that house not made with hands, and eternal; on 
those friends who are from everlasting to everlasting, and on 
those joys which are at God’s right hand for evermore. Chris- 
tian resignation then has its seat in the understanding, and the 
heart—in the preference of divine to human wisdom, of the 
general welfare to particular welfare, and above all, in the per- 
suasion that God not only can, but will, for the love which he 
bears the disciples of Christ, even for his blessed Son’s sake, 
overrule all dispensations ; yes, the darkest, the most afflictive, 
for the advancement of their highest welfare—for their soul’s 
health, and peace, and salvation, and glory. The resignation 
of philosophy, founded on the opinion that all things happen by 
chance or fate, might. make a man indifferent or insensible— 
might give him a resignation like that of the chained tiger, who 
keeps quiet when death is inevitable—but philosophy can never 
implant a contented submission. That must be founded on a 
deep conviction of the wisdom and goodness of God, and on a 
firm reliance on his promises, through his Son our Saviour, that 
all things shall work together for good to those who have repen- 
tance towards God, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. No 
Atheist of course, no fatalist, that is, one who admitting the ex- 
istence of God, denies his providence; none indeed, but one 
who had been enlightened by revelation, and surely believed in 
the wisdom and goodness of God, and in the redemption by Jesus 
Christ, with the sanctification of the Holy Spirit of God, could 
effectually check his despondency, amid the sorrows of life, and 














140 Sermon after the burning of St. Philip’s Church. (May, 





smile even in tears, expostulating with himself after the manner 
of David, “* Why art thou cast down, O my soul, and why art 
thou disquieted within me: hope thou in God, for I will yet 
thank Him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God.” 
‘Yea, though F walk through the valley | of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil, for thou art with me.’ 

It was at a season of great sorrow, when cufleting under a 
loss which went to his heart, that David checked himself with 
this inquiry, ‘* Wherefore should 1 fast?’ ‘To fast for, to la- 
ment our sins, that is reasonable, becoming and salutary. 
“*Godly sorrow worketh repentance unto life.”” But the sorrow 
of the world, sorrow awakened by temporal evils, is profitless, 
except so far as it may incite to action and vigilance, with res- 
pect to temporal concerns. And this leads me to remark, that 
resignation to the will of God isnot only perfectly consistent 
with energy to do his will, but they are inseparable in the Chris- 
tian mind and life. They are joined together by our Lord in 
the prayer quoted in my text. “ Thy will be done,” isa petition 
for grace, as to bear, so also to obey, the will ef God. The 
inspired apostle, who reminds Christians of their duty ‘to suffer 
according to the will of God,” in the same chapter calls on them 
to do according to the same holy will, that “God in all things 
may be glorified through Jesus Christ.” 

The application is obvious. God hath called us to suffering. 
In our collective capacity, as members of the same congrega- 
tion, no greater calamity, of a temporal character, could have 
befallen us. But if we have not already endeavoured, we must 
endeavour to bear it, as becometh Christians, humbly under a 
consciousness that we are sinners who deserve punishment, and in 
faith, knowing that God does all things well, and has good rea- 
sons for permitting events like this, even if it were impossible for 
us to conjecture what these reasons are. Let us bow to the 
dispensation, not.only in humility and faith, but in hope, perfect- 
ly persuaded that God is able and willing to comfort those that 
mourn, and more to give them beauty for ashes, and the garment 
of praise for the spirit of heaviness—And, above all, to make 
their sorrows means of moderating their attachment to the pre- 
sent scene, of softening their hearts for the seeds of grace, and 
of preparing them for admission to that perfect communion with 
Him, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, and with his Saints, to 
be had only in that Church which is above—that glorious Church 
not having spot nor wrinkle, or any such thing, but which is holy 
and without blemish. On that Church, in the heavenly Jerusa- 
lem, let our affections be placed. To ¢ha., let our aspirations 
ascend. And may each and every one be accepted, through the 
beloved, to an union with those who “ came out of great tribu- 
lation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb.”’ 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


Messrs. Editors—Not doubting that useful impressions on the 
mind and heart are made by the appropriate magnificence of a 
Chureh ; that in construeting a Church, it should be remember- 
ed that it is a “house of prayer ;” thatin St. Philip’s Church the 
great objects of such an edifice were most happily secured ; that 
its adaptation to its holy purposes was, in fact, the great sécret 
of its beauty, and that this admiration, which J may say ‘it uni- 
versally excited, had its foundation ia what some persons (I trust, 
and indeed believe they are few).object to, viz: the pillars in 
the interior, I ask leave to propose, on your pages, the tollow- 
ing questions, and should be glad to have them answered. 

Let me first set down these postulates, respecting which I be- 
lieve Lam not ig error. 








1. The greater number of pews were subject to no inconveni- 
ence from these pillars. 

2. The greater number of seats in each pew were subject to 
no inconvenience from these pillars. — 

3. The inconvenience, ‘be it more or less, affected only the 
sight, not the hearing. 

4. The inconvenience; be it more or less, was experienced 
oly during the preaching, for durmg prayers no one Sesion, or 
pught to desire, to be locking at the Minister. 

Now for my questions : 

1. How many seats, or how many individuals, were affected 
by the inconvenience of the pillars. 

2. How long a time, of the whole.time of public serv ice, were 
those persons put to inconvenience ? 

3. How many of the individuals whose sight of the preacher 
was interrupted, consider that disadvantage more than counter- 
balanced by the “retirement” during the prayers which these 
pillars afforded them ? 

4. How many, whose sight of the preacher was interrupted, 
consider that disadvantage more than counterbalanced by those 
beautiful arches which rested on the said pillars ; and as they 
eannot have the former without the latter, would greatly prefer 
to retain these rather than lose those? __ . 

5. After deducting from the small number of sufferers those 
who were willing sufferers, what number will remain who desire 
to have the new Church altered in the particular now referred to? 

6. Should it be desired to replace the monuments, how can 
this be done, if there are no pillars? 

I need not say.1 am one of those, and I hope and believe they 
are a great multitude, who desire St. Philip’s to be restored, so 
far as it can be “just as it was ;” and therefore subscribe myself 
A Firm Supporter OF THE GREAT PILLARS. 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
SOUTH-WESTERN DIOCESE. 

Whatever may be the view which we may take, on a full consideration of the mat- 
ter, we think it incumbent on us to give place, in compliance with request, to this 
letter, the manner of which is moderate and inoffensive.—Ed. Gos. Mess. 

A pamphlet has lately appeared, entitled “Journal of-a Con- 
vention of the Protestant Episcopal Church, composed of Dele- 
gations from the Dioceses of Mississippi and Alabama, and the 
Clergy and Churches of Louisiana, held in Christ Church, New 
Orleans, on the 4th and 5thdaysof March, A. D. 1835.” Upon 
this “journal” we design, at present, to make a few remarks, 
intending, ere long, if Providence permit, to express our views 
and sentiments more fully respecting it. : 

Ist. As to its title: It purports to be a Journal of a Conven- 
tion of the Dioceses of Mississippi and Alabama, and of the 
Clergy and Churches of Louisiana. By reference to the Journal 
itself, it does not appear that the Clergy and Churches of Lou- 
isiana were either present, or were represented in this Conven- 
tion. ‘Theré are found, it is true, the names of several lay- 
delegates from one Church, viz. Christ Church, New-Orleans ; 
but there does not appear any reason why these gentlemen should 
be styled the Clergy and Churches of Louisiana, nor does it ap- 
pear that they were clothed with authority to represent these 
Clergy and Churches. A journal of a Convention held on the 
20th of January last, in Christ Church, New-Orleans, and com- 
posed of all the Clergy and delegates from all the Churches (at 
that time fully organized) of the State of Louisiana, shows that 
there are three Clergyman of Louisiana, acknowledged by that 
Convention (of which lay-delegates from Christ Church, New 
Orleans, formed a constituent part) and it also. appears from 
this journal that there are other Churches in Louisiana, besides 
Christ Church, New-Orleans. And as it does not appear that 
the delegates of Christ Church in the late Convention, had re- 
ceived any authority to act in behalf of the Clergy and Churches 
of the State, we see not with what propriety it can be said, that 
this Convention was in part composed of “Delegations from the 
Clergy and Churches of Louisiana.” 

‘2d. We find inserted in the Journal, (page 7) a certificate 
signed by the President of a Convention of the Church in. Ala- 
bama, in which it is certified that “ due notice of this (New- 
Orleans) Convention was given to the Rev. Wm. R. Bowman, 
of Feliciana, and also to Judge Butler, understood to be a lay- 
delegate from that Parish.” The Rev. Mr. Bowman is Rector 
of Grace Church, St. Francisville, in the State of Louisiana, 
and Judge Butler. is a member of that Church. We know of 
no authority which the President of the Alabama Convention 
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has, to summon the Clergy and Churches of Louisiana to a Con- 
vention, or for any other purpose. Ifthe Rev. Mr. Bowman and 
a delegation from his Church had chosen to attend the Con- 
vention in New-Orleans, and submit to its decisions, they doubt- 
less might have done so ; but if not, they were well aware that 
no acts passed by this Convention could bind them without their 
consent. * 

In the above-mentioned certificate, there ‘is,a reference to a 
note at the bottom of the.page, in which note it is stated that the 
Rev. Mr. Bowman is the only Episcopal Clergyman in the State, 
“ permanently settled in a parish, or engaged for a term not 
less than one year.”’ _ By this it is presumed, there is an inten- 
tion to insinuate that the two Clergymen resident and officiating 
in New-Orleans are not Clergymen of Louisiana in the sense of 
the Canon from which the above quotation is made. _Is it inge- 
nuous thus to refer to a Canon, which was set aside by the 
General Convention, to make room for the “ special Canon” 
under which this Convention assembled and acted? The se~ 
cond Canon of the General Convention does not specify the 
qualifications of the electors of a Bishop, but merely specifies 
the circumstances which should entitle a Diocese to the privilege 
of electing a Bishop. The rifles by which the election is to be 
conducted, are, by the 4th article of the constitution, left to be 
settled by the Convention of each Diocese. It seems to us 
strange, a!so, that an attempt should be made to subject the 
Clergy and Churches of Louisiatia to the operations of the Can- 
ons of the General Convention, previously to their being admit- 
ted into that body, as'a Diocese of the Protestant Episcopal 
Chureh of the United States. Again, whenthe above-mentioned 
notification was sent to the Rev. Mr. Bowman, he was zot the 
only Clergyman in the State, ‘engaged in the Church for aterm 
not less than one year,” and was it right and proper, in order 
to aceomplish the objects of this Convention, for the vestry. of 
Christ Church, New-Orleans, two days before its meeting, to dis- 
miss their officiating minister, in order to deprive him of a vote 
in the Convention, by bringing him within the pretended pur- 
view of this Canon? Is the right of su eto be thus taker 
away ? and will the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United 
States sanction an election made in this manner ? 

3d. It appears from the resolutions of the Mississippi and 
Alabama Conventions, copied into this journal, that their dele- 
ve were authorized:to.unite with the Clergy and Churches of 

uisiana, in the formation of a ‘“* South-Western Diocese, and 
in electing a bishop over the same.” To us it does not appear 
that the special Canon of 1832 authorizes the formation of any 
such Diocese, so that it could be done consistently with the Con- 
stitution of the Church. But were it constitutional to grant- 
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such permission, the Clergy and Churches of Louisiana would 
decline acting under such permission, as they would by compli- 
ance, be deprivedof their right to a eapeeernnagyen as a Diocese 
in the General Convention. 

Should this election be confirmed, and the Bishop be conse- 
erated . by the -title expressed in the Journal, it would be an 
attempt to subject the Clergy and Churches of Louisiana to a 
jurisdiction contrary.to any thing known or practised hitherto in 
our country, in matters either ecclesiastical or civil. 

: Louisiana. 
—7-—_—_—_—_— 


REVIEW DEPARTMENT. 


Inequality of individual wealth the ardinance of Providence, and- 
essential to civilization: A Sermon preached before his excellency John 
Davis, Governor, his hénor Samuul T.*Armstrong, lieutenant-governor, 
‘the honorable Council, and the Legislature of Massachusetts, on the 
Annual Election, January 7, 1835; by Jonathan M. Wainwright, 
D. D. Rector of Trinity Church, Boston.—A friend had propésed to 
us the inquiry, whether the answer to the young man in the. Gospel, 
“Go and sell that thou hast and give to the poor,” was to be understood 
as applying to all Christians. Just'ag we were preparing to reply, we 
were favoured with the gift of the above instructive and interesting Ser- 
raon, (or more’ properly treatise, for it is 53 ‘pages octavo, exclusive of 
the valuable notes appended) and’ a quotation will exactly meet our 
purpose: “If we turn our attention to the enlarged sphere of duty that 
Christianity has opened to man,. and consider the elevated, moral and 
intellectual eharacter which it points out to him, and for which it is de- 
signed to prepare him, it is more clearly demonstrable, that equality of 
condition was never intended to be the element-ia which the Christian 
was to be trained. There was indeed for a short period, and amongst , 
a few of the early disciples of the Saviour, a community. of goods, but 
this arose from local and temporary causes: Jt was nevet required or 
récommended, and it neyér prevailed. It is repugnant even to the 
spirit of the gospel, which demands the cultivation of tempers of mind 
such as charity, self-denigl, humility in prosperous circumstances, pa- 
tiehce in adversity ; and these can bé cultivated only in a state of soci- 
ety where the rich and the poor meet together, and where ‘it is devoutly 
acknowledged. that the Lord is the maker of themall. As however the 
sincere, the pious and ‘consistent Christian can never be. found amongst 
those who would do violence to the order of God’s providence, and for. 
a selfish advantage or a problematical good, undermine the foundation 
of all social institutions, we need push this part of the argument no 
farther.” 

There are sonte who would confine Sermons to one topic; (the dots 
trine of the Atonement) and think the pulpit desecrated by the introdaé~ 
tion into it of practical theology, and still more of those duties whieli 
relate to “* the neighbour” and to “* ones-self.”’: They may consent toa 
plea for godliness, but ‘righf@ousness and sobriety,” they would have 
enforced, not by. the Clergyman, or at least, not in his-pulpit. 
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We concur with the author before us, that thie preacher has a wide 
field ; and that he should recommend Christianity by expatiating chiefly 
on its fundamental principles, but also on its lesser doctrines and duties, 
and, as in the present Sermon, on its subserviency to the welfare of 
man in his relation to the body politic, which, though it may outlive 
many generations, is limited to this perishable earth. It is well known 
that Fanny Wright, and the “ radicals” generally, (and they have more 
disciples even in this country than chuse as. yet to avow themselves) 
are favourable to Agrarian laws; and would meliorate the condition of 
the poor, not on those principles which Dr, Wainwright shews are 
founded in reason and Scripture, and proved to be efficacious, where- 
ever,they have been tried, but by robbing the rich. Indéed, by ren-* 
dering the right of property insecure, they would aggravate and per- 
petuate the very evil which they are professedly endeavoring to remove 
from society. The plan of the Sermon is thus opened: “I shall, in 
the FIRST PLACE, interpret the broad assertion contained in my text, 
and suggest some important limitations that may be reasonably pre- 
scribed to it. 

“« Seconpb.y, I shall endeavour to prove that the inequality ef condi- 
tion which it implies, is essential to the political, the intellectual, and 
the moral and religious improvement of the human race, and, 

“* Lastuy, I shall point out how the more grievous and repulsive 
circumstances attending upon this constitution of the social state, may 
be meliorated, if not entirely removed.” 

The limitations referred to, under the first head, are the bettering the 
condition of the poor, the reducing of the inequality between the classes 
of the rich and the poor, and the improvement of society in general. 
But that inequality will always exist, is inferred from the nature of man, 
the advantages of that inequality, and the testimony of Scripture in the 
text and elsewhere. 

The advantages of this inequality are set forth and illustrated, under 
the second head, by the cases of Lacedzemon and of the Indian tribes, 
by the obvious utility of the division of labour, and of the stimulus to in- 
dustry afforded by the rights of property. ‘The argument of Rousseau is 
confuted, by denying that there could be a state of such perfect equality 
as would banish envy, avarice, theft, and the like; and on the contrary, 
inequality of condition is shewn to be the source of many virtues, as 
self-denial, contentment, and generosity. 

The suggestions under the third head, that society is to be ameliorated 
by industry, education, and especially by the Gospel, are valuable, and 
evidently the result of much reflection, of a knowledge of history, and in 
particular of Scriptural principles, and we must enrich our pages by 
quoting largely. 

The influence of private men on society.—* An active and intelligent 
mind imbued with sound principles, and warmed with true benevolence, 
can accomplish great things. By such noble spirits, governments even 
are enlightened, are roused to a sense of their duty, and are instructed 
in its nature. How much has already been accomplished by them! All 
great principles by which the welfare of the human race is promoted, 
are struck out as it were, in private meditation; and the fire thus kin- 
dled in solitude, burns up like a beacon light upon a lonely mountain, 
and on the neighboring eminences there are ever then upon the watch, 

.GOS. MESS.-~—VOL. XII. 18 , 
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and they ‘catch the bright signal and repeat it till it is communicated in 
rapid succession to every hill top, and at last the deep and distant val- 
lies glow with the glad reflection from a thousand intellectual fires. 
Knowledge thus produced and widely disseminated must reach, and 
must influence, and ultimately control public bodies of delegated author- 
ity. A great encouragement this to intelligent and benevolent individ- 
uals, who have the good oftheir country and the human family at heart. 
Let them proceed, and by their individual labours, and by their associa- 
ted efforts in societies, excite their fellow-beings to industry, knowledge 
and religion, and great shall be their reward.” 

Education its value.‘ Education (says Burke) is the cheap defence 
* of nations.” “1 would adopt and enlarge upon it, and say that it is 
their defence, not merely from external foes by leading them to fight 
valiantly for that beloved country whom they acknowledge to be the 
author of their intellectual as well as physical being, but their defence 
also from inward danger, arising from corrupt principles, vicious prac- 
tices, pernicious maxims of government, and prevailing ignorance, that 
can easily be wrought upon and made the tool of wicked and ambitious 
demagogues. Were the people of a country generally well instructed, 
for example, in sound principles of political economy, is it not obvious 
that a most favorable influence would be exerted upon their habits, and 
also upon the acts of their legislature? And not only so, could there 
any danger arise from the false but plausible maxims of those who talk 
so loudly about equalizing the condition of man.” 

Christianity, its operation.—“ It is the bountiful dispenser of social 
blessings, the merciful healer of social evils. Those, therefore, who are 
labouring, planning and contributing to disseminate the truths of the gos- 
pel, are not merely seeking the future and eternal salvation of men, 
though this is and should be their chief object, but they are carrying 
into effect the most certain and efficient plans for improving their tem- 
poral condition. ‘Christianity will not make men all equally rich, or 
equally exalted. in station, any more than it will cause a perfect resem- 
blance between them intellectually and physically, but it can and it will 
meliorate the evils which flow from this state of things, because these 
evils, after all, are not inherent in the circumstance of inequality of 
condition, but in the temper of mind with which men view it and sub- 
mit to it. Now Christianity was designed expressly to operate upon 
this temper, to renew and to purify it, to give it spirituality, and to en- 
dow it with virtues for time, and with bright hopes and ample prepara- 
tions’ for eternity.” 

We deem it a most interesting sign of the times, calling for gratitude 
to an overruling providence, that Christian men of the first order of 
talent suc: men as Chalmers, Bishop Sumner, and Archbishop Whate- 
ly, are engaged in the study of Political Economy. The latter, we 
quote from the notes of the Sermon, thus speaks of this science: 
** Convinced as I am, that the world, as it always in fact has been gov- 
erned by political economists of some kind, must ultimately be under 
the guidance of such as have systematically applied themselves to the 
science, I could not but regard it as a point of primary importance, to 
remove the impression existing in the minds of many, both of the friends 
and the adversaries of Christianity, as to the hostility between that and 
the conclusions of Political Economy.” The Rev. Professor McVickat 
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has remarked: ‘ Without incurring the charge of enthusiasm,.it may 
be maintained to be the redeeming science of modern times—the re- 
generating principle, that in connexion with the spirit of Christianity, 
is at work in the civilized governments of the world, not to revolution- 
ize, but to reform. — It is to states what religion is to individuals, the 
“* preacher of righteousness,””—what religion reproves as wrong, Politi- 
cal Economy, rejects as inexpedient—what religion condemns as con: 
trary to duty and virtue, Political Economy proves to be equally op- 
posed to the peace, good order, and ‘permanent prosperity of the 
community.” 

The Lord the Helper of his People ; the Sermon at the Consecration 
of St. Mary’s Church, in the City of Burlington, December 23, 1834, 
by George Washington Doane, D.D., Bishop of the Diocese of New 
Jersey, and Rector of St. Mary’s Church. Second Edition.—This 
Sermon is beautifully written, and contains much interesting informa- 
tion, of an historical and biographical character. We make a few 
extracts, some of which will be much more than ordinarily acceptable 
to our readers. It is of the Church of Christ he thus speaks: “ The 
tempest and the-storm have beat upon it, the flood and the fire have 
raged around it,-—but its foundation is not shaken. Insidious foes 
have entered in and songht to undermine it,—false friends have aimed 
at compromise of its high interests, with the pleasures or the riches of 
the world,—its simple faith has been perplexed and darkened by the 
cloudy speculations of them who would be wise above what God has 
written,—and its pure worship has been mingled with unmeaning 
rites, or stripped of that decent beauty which becomes the sanctuary 
of the God of heaven. Still, Ged hath vot left himself without a 
witness, nor his Church without protection.” ° ® “It is now 
more than one hundred and thirty years since the measures were adop- 
ted which led to the erection of the Church, which, enlarged uow for 
the fourth time, to meet the increasing disposition to entertain the doc- 
trines here professed, and to unite in the worship here offered, has to- 
day, with due solemunities been set apart for the service and glory of 
God.” * * *“* Here for a century and a quarter, the prayers 
and praises of the faithful have arisen to heaven, ull even the ground 
on which we stand seems consecrated, and, to our awed and captivated 
spirits, “all the air a solemn stillness holds.” Here have your feet, 
week after week, come up, “with the voice of them that keep holy day;” 
and, m your hearts, and in the hearts of all your children, it must be 
associated with what is best and happiest of the things and thoughts 
of earth, with what is brightest with the light, and fullest of the hopes 
of heaven. Here you have prayed, that still your feet might come, 
while they should tread the paths of earth, and that when you were 
gone hence, and were no more seen, your children, and your children’s 
children, might fill the seats which you fill, imbibe the wisdém which 
has guided you through life, and catch the glorious hope which is to 
give you victory in death. Awakening reminiscences and prompting 
thoughts like these, is it not, brethren, a solemn and eventful hour?— 
Surrounded by such circumstances, and such associations—the memory 
and example of the beloved dead, the looks and voices of the beloved 
living, the deep and strong impression of His presence, who has now 
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accepted this to be his temple—must we not feel that this, indeed, is 
“ holy ground %” 

The Rev. Colin Campbell (ancestor of the Rev. J. Barnwell Camp- 
bell, of this Diocese) was in 1761 the Rector of this Church, and in a 
letter to the Society in England, laments that “ his congregation at 
Mount Holly, which was very flourishing, hes been hurt by some en- 
thusiastical people of Mr. Maclenaghan’s party, who pretend that Mr. 
Maclenaghan is the only preacher of Christ in America, and all the rest 
are Armimans, &c. &c. .Mr. Campbell however, hopes to give a bet- 
ter account of these people, when the fiery heat of their precipitate 
rashnees subsides: in the meantime he will study to be quiet, and 
mind his own business, and leave the event to God.” * * “ His 
several congregations, he says, were peaceable with one another, as 
well as with those whodissent from them, and allin an increasing way.” 

Appended to the Sermon is a “Pastoral address,”’ with these excel- 
lent hints: “ I design now to institute, and from the present time, 
while I remain your minister, to pursue a course of systematic pastoral 
Visitation, for the purposes specified by St, Paul.” * © “ Weds 
nesday of every week J shall, with the help of God, apply myself from 
two.o’clock, P. M., through the afternoon and evening ; visiting your 
honses iv regular order, and at intervals as short as that appropriation 
of my time permits. ‘That there may be the least expenditure of time 
in entering on the objects of the visit, it is my desire that the Bible and 
Book of Common Prayer be, on such occasions, within easy reach ;— 
that so, a portion of the one may be read and applied, in accordance 
with its blessed design, for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
consolation, for instruction in righteousness.—and that our wants may 
be made known to God, and his blessing invoked, in some of those 
forms of sound words which the other so richly supplies. The utmost 
freedom in applying for pastoral counsel and consolation, and the utmost 
confidence in communicating whatever may concern your growth in 
grace, and in the knowledge of eur Lord Jesus Christ, as they are at 
all times invited, so they will especially be suited to that.” 

It appears from the historical Appendix, that the Rector has a “‘resi- 
dence provided for him, as to the site, an hundred und twenty-six years 
ago, by the geberosity of a Bishop of Gloucester, through the friendly 
interest of a Bishop of London,” and that in 1713 the Society for Prop- 
agating the Gospel. expended in the purchase.and repairs for an Epis+ 
copal Mansion at Burlington, £826 sterling... Nothing can be more 
striking than the lines on the first sheet of this consecration Sermon :—- 

“ Yet will we not conceal the precious eross, 
Like men ashamed ; the sun, with his first smile, 
Shall greet that symbol crowning the low pile ; 
And the fresh air of ‘incense-breathing’ morn 
Shall weoingly embrace it; and green moss 
Creep round its arms through centuries unborn.” 


Tess and Greater Duties: a Charge to the Clergy of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the State of Delaware; delivered in St. Peter's 
( hurch, Smyrna, June 7th, 1834, at the opening of the Convention, by 
the Right Kev. Henry U. Onderdmk, D. D., Acting provisionally as 
the Assistant Bishop of the Diocese.—This is an admirable charge. 
We thought so when we first read it, and a second perusal increases our 
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estimation of it. We take blame for not haviug noticed it sooner. There 
is nothing local in it,—it suits all latitudes and states of society in which 
the gospel is known, and we think (perhaps there may be teo much self 
approbation in this) still more applicable to the “outs” that the “ins” 
of our Church. 

The subject is thus opened: “ Among the fallacies which are current 
in the world, even in the religious world, is that of being indifferent to 
some of our duties, if others are fulfilled. Persons who are guided but 
litle by their conscience, secretly allow themselves this license in mor- 
als, and claim it broadly in the generally received precepts of religion. 
Persous 6f sincere principles, while they do not avow this defective 
rule of conduct, give it a place in their arguments, when any of the ob- 
servances neglected by them are the subject of controversy. Naturally, 
perhaps, this propensity to select some of our obligations; and omit 
others, is universal; it is only by a light above nature that we are taught 
to recognize themall. And hence, while an argument of much weight 
for the divine origin of the gospel, might be drawn from the accuracy 
with which its Author inculcates every duty, a lesson is afforded us, by 
the same consideration, not to misapprehend, not to misapply, not to 
misuse, the distinction between the less and the greater command- 
ments. As the greater are but qbligatory, it seems difficult to view 
the less as obligatory in the same sense, and in the same degree. 
The latter class not being so: important as the former, it is not easy 
to regard ‘them both as equally binding on the conscience. In 
this manner a- thousand omissions are excused. The worldly sage 
glories in moral virtue, as the greater command ; while religious duties, 
because they are deemed the less command, he almost despises. The 
Christian of loose opimions exalts the yalue of practical attainments, 
while he derraets from that of a pure faith., Other christians maghify 
the graces of a new spirit, while they look with suspicion on the argu- 
ments for the church, its ministry, and its outward order, And there 
are those who honour both morality-and religion in. general, but who 
regard the sacraments, particularly that of the altar, as a less com- 
maudment, which they may, at their option, either observe or disregard. 
Thus do many persons attempt to disburden themselves of a part of 
‘the duties required of them in the gospel: our Sayiour enjoined, res- 
pecting “weightier” and lighter matters, “these ought ye to have done, 
and uot to leave the other undone ;” but, while they endeavour to per~ 
form what he requires to be “done,” what he forbids to “leave undone” 
they omit.” ed ° “ Christianity has 60 raised the tone of 
religious principle, that the mistwke in selecting among duties is now 
in favour of the greater instead of the less; moral integrity and. renewed 
affections ure preferred, while positive observances and matters of out» 
ward order are undervalued, and often neglected. This is a better 
fault than that of the Pharisees, yet a fault it certainly is, and one which 
should be conscientiously avoided.. Not only against the omission of 
the weightier duties, but against also the needless omission of lighter 
ones, did our Lord proclaim the broad rule, “these ought ye to have 
done, and not to leave the other undone.” ° ad * Whatever 
has a divine injunction, be it the very “least” of the commandments, 
has an authority which nothing can increase or diminish. Religious 
and moral precepts, therefore, do not depend for their binding force on 
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their appearing expedient.to men, but on the appointment of Heaven. 
** Repent and be baptized,” are too inspired commands. Repentance 
is, to human judgment, the more important, and baptism less so. But 
divine wisdom, while it orders us to “tdo” the one, orders us, likewise, 
not to “leave undone” the other. . And thus the obligation of both com- 
mands, to repent ahd to be baptized, is one aud the same—it rests on 
the will of God: * ° * ° 

These illustrations are very happy : iinet are commissioned 
by the Saviour, to make peace between God and men; and he sends 
this commission down, in an appointed channél, to the end of time ; 
but nien grasp at the peace in any way they think it attainable, and 
make little account of the ambassadors, and less: of their commission 
from Christ. The servant is less than the service entrusted to him; 
and so, thé object only of that service is regarded, not the agent who 
is to fulfil it. And yet no obligation is clearer than that of conforming 
to the mivistry “set in the church” by our Lord—“verily, verily, I say 
unto you,” was His selemn declaration, just before his death, “he that 
receiveth whomsoever J send, receiveth me ; and he that receiveth me, 
receiveth Him that sent me.”’ With such an obligation before the 
Christian, what plainer duty has he than to ascertain what ministry is 
‘sent’ by Christ, or commissioned by him through the regular line of or- 
dination? what plainer duty, than to “receive” that ministry, and that 
alone? Iv like manner, because prayer is of greater importance than 
the mode of prayer, thousands overlook the remarkable fact, that there 
is not one clear record in Scripture of extemporary public prayer. yet 
there are numerous examples, perfectly clear, of public praver conduc- 
ted by forms. This fact, surely, is argument enough for a Liturgy: to 
me, it seeins to give that mode of worship the force of obligation. * 
e ** It may be, that every, the least particular of human duty, is 
necessary, to render fully evident the glory of God in the pardon of our 
guilt. It«may be, thatthe guilt of those to whom all this duty is pro- 
claimed, is no otherwise pardounble. Nay ; sitice it is declared that 
the yoke of Christ is “easy,” and the divine commandments “not grie- 
vous,” may we not be sure that not one ingunction laid upon us is an 
unnecessary burden? They all are beneficial ; they all are means of 
furthering us m the attainment of the great objects set before us—the" 
change to holiness—growth in grace—union with Christ—a happy 
resurrection—the crown of glory.” __ 

The perotation is impressive: “ Persuade your flocks to seek an 
universal Christian obedience. Discharging faithfully the weightier 
matters of duty, let them keep also the less injunctions to which God 
hath set his seal, not “leaving undone” any of the good works which 
he hath ordained for them to walkin. If they are disheartened with 
he difficulty of so unyielding a course, point them to their Saviour’s 
example, | who, though he had no need of salvation, “fulfilled all right- 
eousness”—pvint them to Him, who, thoagh “holy, hurmless, unde- 
filed,” came even to the baptism of repentance, as he conformed also 
to the rules of the Mosaic law, in common with the fallen beings for 
whose benefit they were designed. Hold up to the view of your flocks 
this bright example, and beseech them, as they love Christ, and as they 
love their own souls, to “walk blameless in all his commandments and 
ordinances.” 














1835.) The Sunday School System. 15] 


SELECTIONS. 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL SYSTEM. 


Messrs. Editors,—T he republication.of the following article may be 
profitable “for correction” to some of our Sunday Schools, ‘and for 
warning to all persons who are concerned in them. The Sunday School 
Society ought to have nothing to do with the teaching—that is the 
province of the Minister, and of the assistants (call them superinten- 
dauts, curators,and teachers, or what you please) whom he appoints and 
removes, and who are subject to his direction and control. We know 
of serious difficulties which have arisen from the supposed independence 
on the Minister of the Sunday School. On this account we think 
these expresstons, in the Constitution of some of our Sanday School 
Societies —* The object of this Society shall be to conduct the Sunday 
School” or “to promote the interes/s of the Sunday Schoal”—too 
general, and liable to be misunderstood. They have not yet, but may 
Jead to difficulties hereafter. In the constitution of the first Sunday 
School Society in this Diocese, the objects were limited, (if we do not 
mistake, for we have it not at hand) as inthe Constitution of St. Philip's 
Sunday Schoul Society, thus: “ Arr. 1. This Society is instituted to 
provide the books required for the use of such Sunday School or Schools 
in connexion with St. Philip’s Church, as are or may be established by 
the Ministers of the same, to preserve aud increase the Library, to pro- 
vide clothing, if necessary, for such poor scholars, as may be unable 
otherwise to procure the same ; and in general to assist the Ministers 
in the execution of such measures as may be devised or approved by 
them for promoting the prosperity of the Schoo! or Schools.” 

To the propositions in the sabjoined piece, then, we give our cordiat 
assent, excepting Ist. That we see no objection to a Seciety excluded 
from regulating the teaching, and limited as ih the constitutional article 
above quoted. 2 We prefer toa “few rules” as many as may be needed 
to keep the teacher exactly in the path his Minister wishes, and to enable 
an inexperienced, or new teacher to see plainly what things he hasto do. 
and the order in which they are tobe done. 1 presume that “HH” is favor- 
able to the General Sunday School Union, as adapted to promote a 
uniform system of instruction, and to furnish’ the necessary books at 
the cheapest rate. This Society ought to be exclusively governed, so 
far as to the setting forth a plan of instruction and books for the clas- 
ses or the “ library,” by the Bishops. ' . Oxpscnoo.. 


From the Protestant Episcopalian. 


Few topics have occupied the attention of the religious World in mo- 
dern times, so extensively as that of Sunday Schools. They have ex- 
panded from the feeble and limited charity of Raikes in the suburbs of 
Paisley, into a mighty engine, modifying to a great extent the charac- 
ter, and perhaps swaying the destiny of the Christian Church. A 
multitude of advocates, expounders, ahd propagators of the moral en- 
terpnize, have risen up. A still greater multitude of rhetorical dnd 
vague panegyrists have raised their voices in its behalf. Magnificent 
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institutions have been called into existence for its support. And the 
extent to which a denomination, or a parish has pushed the Sunday 
School cause, has become, as it were a kind of standard or test of its 
prosperity, the “‘articulus stantis aut cadentis ecclessia.” And yet 1 
have never met with any well informed and zealous clergyman of any 
denomination, who could or would lay his hand upon his heart, and 
say, that he was satisfied with the existing plan of conducting the Sun- 
day Schools of his parish. Systems have been drawn up, pubiished, 
altered, reformed, re-reformed, abandoned; renewed, and modified, un- 
til, [ presume, there are scarcely half a dozen sehools in the country 
conducted on precisely the same plan. This is certainly the case in 
the church to whose iuterests your periodical is devoted. ‘The clerical 
mind is very unsettled in regard to the modes of conducting this branch 
of parish duty, and not less so iu regard to their influence, as at present 
in many cases conducted, upon the true and permanent interests of our 
parishes, and of the Church at large. 

I do not know that | have adopted ‘correct views as  regueds Sunday 
Schools. Indeed I should under the prevailing diversity of sentiment 
upon the subjeet, esteem myself presumptuous to allege or eveti inti- 
mate that my notions are infallibly right on this truly important subject. 
But such as they are, if you will spare me -an occasional column in 
your paper, I will endeavor to put them before the eyes aud minds of 
your readers, that they may have just such weight as. they happen to 
deserve. I will endeavor to spin a short yarn on each occasion ; and 
as [ myself dislike to read a long-winded article “to be coutinued,” I 
shall make my communications independent of each other, and hold 
inyself free from all pledges to supply them regularly every month— 
Let them come like April showers. [| confine myself at this tine to an 
exposition of a fundamental error which prevails in the views of many 
in regard to Sunday schools. First, then, in my humble judgment, 
js a fatal error, to regard the Sunday Schools of a parish as indepen- 
dent of the Pastor in any particular. 

The Pastor, and the Pastor alone, is the emnpaitie man for the due 
religious instruction of all the members of his flock. His commission 
makes him so. ‘The Church makes him so. His conscience holds 
him so, and the judgment will so regard him. This obvious relation 
is, however, in many places and cases disregarded. A society is 
formed, a constitution modelled, officers created, and the whole appa- 
ratus of a little imperium called into existence and put in motion, Here 
we have at once two masters—two independent agents—two different 
sources of authority. Out of this state of things innumerable evils have 
grown. Clergymen have been soured against Sunday Schools; and 
teachers arrayed against their pastors from the conflicting views aud 
acts which result from this anomaly... Not only so, in some cases, this 
organized association of teachers, embodying the activity aud zeal and 
,onergy of a Congregation acting in concert, controlled by some man- 
‘aging head, has guided the proceedings of vestries, swayed the election 
of Pastors, or so trammelled, the clergyman as to render him -uncom- 
fortable or subservient, and to force him to surrender bis dignity, or his 
parish. _ Such cases are not indeed common, but the very faet of the 
liability of this system of urganized Sunday School Societies to such a 
mischievous perversion, is sufficient to make a prudeut man _bheaitate 
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before he approves, much more before he adopts them. Even in the 
restrained operation of the existing system or organization, where there 
is no disposition on the part of teachers to take too much upon them, 
there is still the temptation to do so, and often without being aware of 
the tendency or effect of their proceedings, they glide into measures 
which commit them more or less against the proper parochial authori- 
ty, and the clergyman is compelled either to connive at the irregularity, 
or to array himself against those whom he would gladly have as his 
assistants, or else to require them to recede from points and proceed- 
ings to which they have unwarily, and without evil intention, commit- 
ted themselves, To recede is a sore trial under any circumstances, and 
especially in such as I have supposed. And besides, there is in hnman 
nature, at least in the American human nature, a kind of irresistibility, 
a morbid feeling of independence, which is very apt to fly in the face 
of any exercise of authority. Teachers like to have their own way— 
dislike restraint—think themselves fhe best judges, and in short very 
frequently put themselves in that state of mind, which exacts conform- 
ity to their own views, or induces them to abandon the school altogeth- 
er. Out of this same notion, that the Sunday schools are independent 
in some sense of the pastor, and which notion is grounded on having or- 
ganized Sanday School Societies with their machinery, arise other evils. 
If admitted by the pastor, it subverts the feelings of responsibility for the 
lambs of the flock which he ought to cherish in his breast. It gener- 
ates pride and presumption in many teachers who under right views of 
their position would prove to him most useful and efficieut a‘ds, but 
who so magnify their office and themselves with it, as to lose more of 
their own personal christian virtues, than their zeal and efforts in behalf 
of others can compensate for. It is a painful truth, that Sunday 
Schools have ruined many a Christian character in this way ; not that 
this is the direct or necessary result of it, but itis what has flowed and 
what will continue to flow, from the mal-organization and mul-admin- 
istration of them. 

A dozen years’ observation and experience in regard to Sunday 
Schools, have satisfied me of the soundness of the following proposi- 
tions, with the mere statement of which I will terminate this article. 

1. That there should be no organized parochial Sunday Schoo! So- 
ciety. And the sooner our General Episcopal Union discards, and dis- 
coutitenances, and I was about to say, denounces, such formal societies, 
the better for Sunday Schools, abd for the Church. 

2. That the rector of the Church is, and ought to be considered the 
sole responsible head of his Sunday schools, to decide how they should 
be conducted, who should teach in them, what books should be intro- 
duced, and how the school should be arranged, for the better accom- 
plishment of its object. 

3. That all persons connected with Sunday Schools, superintendents, 
officers, teachers, should look to him as the primary fountain of their 
authority ; consider themselves as bis agents and follow out his plans, 

4. That instead of the present society machinery, there should be 
the simplest possible organization of the school. A few plain rules 
for the general direction of the teachers, with a superintendent to pre- 
side in the school and to see that the rules are followed, are all that ie 
required. H. 
GOS. MESS,—VOL. XII. , 20 








































Childe William, I 


hese be thy | 


How can they fail 


Lord, ome my infant child, 
the offering wilt receive; 
Thou hast oft on children smiled; 
Help a mother to believe. 


Cleanse her infant soul from sin, 
Holy Spirit—on her shrine, 

Now the blessed work begin, 
Which shall seal her ever thine. 


Lord, that heavenly wisdom give, 

Hear a mother’s ardent prayer, 
. That her childrea all may live, 
Shelter’d by thy tender care. 


Mothers with young children blest, 
Daily clustering round your board, 


Poetry. 


These beautifully appropriate lines were written by a Clergyman,on the occasion 
of the Baptism of the child of one of our Bishops :— 


TO MY NAMESAKE, W. C. D., ON HIS BAPTISM. 
“ FORMOSE PUER!”’ 





have little skill, 


But much of heart and hope, 
To clear from-every — of ill 
Thy happy horosco; 
7 occult gift is hid fro 
r may my art divine 
Thy’ life’s ‘ynfolded destiny 
rom this sweet palm of thine! 


rom me, 


Bat in thy mother’s tender love— 
Thy father’s anxious care, 

And, more, the answer from above 
To our baptismal prayer.— 

In these, a hallowed influence dwells, 
A charm that’s heavenlier far 

Than might of planetary spells 

Or culminating star ! 


The power of holiest rites, fair boy, 
The tears that oft will wet 

Thy forehead from excess of joy,— 

o amulet ! 
n these auspicious prospects rest, 
These ~- out thy -_ 


to make thee blest,— 


Blest, if not fortunate. 


A childless man, well may I deem 
Thy name my highest pride, 

Rich in thy parents’ dear esteem, | 
Though poor in all beside! 

Well may my heart’ with gladness ache 
Flower of a noble stem, 

If one will love thee for my gake, 
As I have honored them ! 


WwW. 


From the Mother’s Magazine. 
ON DEVOTING AN INFANT DAUGHTER TO CHRIST. 


Rest on God’s sweet promise, rest— 
Faith will meet a rich reward. 


When with agony you pray, 
And the dew-drop dims your eyes 
_ Then the truth divine display, 
Lead the little wanderers nigh. 


Jesus, oh! how rich the blessing, 
He your offspring will receive, 
1f while Hannah's love possessing. 
You with Hannah will believe. 


Mothers, infants, lend your voices, 

n oin =~ sweetest pong to raise, 
ark! the angelic host rejoices, 

Tuning hearts and harps to praise. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Diocese of South-Carolina.—From the Journal of the Convention, 
(Feb’y 1835) we learn that there were present at it 25 clergymen, and 
27 laymen. There are one Bishop, 33 Presbyters, 10 Deacons and 50 
orgauized Congregations. In the report-on the “Theological Semina- 
ry,” we read as follows: “ We hail with lively satisfaction, the judici- 
ous, active, and successful measures, which have been adopted for the 
increase of the Library. To the effecting this object, very important, 
considered not only in relation to the Seminary, but to the Church, and 
indeed to the country at large, we rejoice to bave to report considerable 
donatioas in books and in money have been made ; and we cannot but 
hope, that the late appeal, inviting the friends of piety and learning, 
each to give at least one book, will be generally favoured, and that our 
Library will, in due season, be worthy of a Church, which has never 
consented to divorce learning from piety ; and has ever advocated, thro’ 
good report and evil report, the zeal which is according to knowledge. 
It gives us pain to have to state, that the financial prosperity of the 
Seminary is still discouraging ; (the large legacies made to it being not 
yet available) for the expense exceeds the income by so large an a- 
mount as upwards of $2000. In the knowledge of this fact, we regret 
that, owing to various circumstances, and in particular to the heavy 
loss which one of our largest congregations has resently sustained, we 
cannot recommend as we have, and successfully in former years, that 
contributions to the Seminary’s income should be made from this Di- 
ocese for thepresent year.” 


Society for the Advancement ef Christianity in South-Carolina.— 
In the twenty-fifth annual report, a perspicuous business-hke statement 
of the doings during the past year, of this excellent institution, which 
has fully justified the sanguine hopes of its founders and friends, we 
read as follows: “* We mourn the loss from the Board of three useful 
advisers, one by removal from the city, and two by death—and from our 
list of life-members, we have been called to erase the name of one, 
whose unwearied attentions were given for years to the business of this 
Society, as our Corresponding Secretary. We miss the counsels of 
all of these oar fellow-laborers, for their time and thoughts were free- 
ly given to the work which we are associated to forward. Their judg- 
ments we have reason to value, and have often profited by their useful 
experience, especially in the management of our funds. The assidui- 
ty of the clerical brother, who had been long in charge of our Library, 
was highly prized; but the injury apprehended from his resignation has 
been happily prevented by the appointment of a suitable successor.” 
The Library building cost $3,290. In it are 2255 volumes, besides the 
late Rev. Dr. Purcell’s library, kindly loaned—52 volumes have been 
received, (being a complete set of their publications,) from the Society 
in London for Promoting Christian Knowledge. The income within the 
year was $1574. Nine Missionaries were employed. In the report 
from the Mission at Pendleton, we read, ‘“‘ The usual attendance of 
several poor families made it necessary to enlarge the Church, and by 
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a liberal subscription, (one individual generously giving the whole lum- 
ber,) they have been enybled to enlarge the edifice, and expect to have 
twelve new pews by the following spring.” | The Missionary at Cheraw 
states : “ Mr. James Harrington erected, just before his death, a very 
commodious building, and requested me to officiate for his servants, 
whenever I could make it convenient. I have complied with his re- 
quest, by meeting his negroes once every fortnight, and hope, by the 
blessing of God, to continue this grateful exercise. I derive much 
encouragement from their punctual attendance and general seriousness 
of deportment. I am glad to say that our deceased friend was not alone 
in endeavoring to mect the spiritual wants of servants.” 

_In looking over the list of Members, we were surprised not to find 
the names of some persons, who oniy need’a hint on the subject. Let 
every friend of the Society, en the catalogue of members, write the 
names of “non members,” and see that their membership is solicited, 
and we think the result would be gratifying to all parties. 

Missionary Lecture.—The fifteenth was delivered at the appointed 
place and time, (April 2) and there was collected $19. 


St. Philip’s Church.—A \ady whose name is not given, has sent to 
the Bishop to aid in rebuilding the Church 8100 ; and the same has 
been paid over to the Treasurer of the Building Committee. Mr. Johu 
B. White has executed in a style of remarkable beauty and accuracy, 
a view of the Interior of St. Philip’s Church. The Congregation are 
represented as listening to the Sermon, the Rector in the pulpit, 
the assistant minister in the desk, grown persons and children in the 
pews, the coloured members in the aisles, and the Lord’s tAble with its 
* fair linen cloth,” it being supposed to be a communion day. One 
unacquainted with the ‘power of the pencil,’ would suppose that he had 
before bim carved work. He sees the four sides. of the pew, the pulpit, 
‘the pillars, and the people all around, and through the windows the 
green trees. Every thing being in “high relief ;” the monuments ap- 
pear with their variegated marble, flat or circular pillars, and perfect or 
medallic figures just as they were. But while all admire and feel it, 
an artist only can describe this picture justly. The friends of the 
Church owe Mr. W. a debt of gratitude, not merely for applying the 
proceeds of the exhibition to the “Building fund,” but for awakening 
and keeping alive pleasing and salutary reminiscences, and in partic- 
ular for developing the appropriate magnificence of the lost building, 
and thus justifying the general desire and determination that the 
new building shall be a copy, not an original, ur in other words as 
much like Mr. White’s noble picture as possible. 

Extracts of letters.*—From the Vestry of St. Paul’s Church : “f offer 
~— our sincere condolence. on this afflicting dispensation of Divine 

rovidence calculated to show us forcibly the uncertainty of all earthly 
things. ‘The old and venerable temple, in which our fathers for ages 
past have worshipped, and in which the earliest aspirations of many 
of us ascended to the throne of God has perished in a moment... We 
trust that it will soon rise from its ashes, and again resound with the 


* These letters were inadvertently omitted in the March number. 
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praises of our Father in heaven, and with invocations for bis mercies. 
We feel authorized to say that the members of this Church, generally, 
will cheerfully open their pews for the accommodation of the members 
of St. Philip's.” 

From a Clergyman in Savannah: “Tidings of the extensive confla- 
gration which occurred in Charleston on Saturday niglit, reached us 
by this day’s mail; and I cannot refrain from expressing to you the 
sympathy which the destruction of St. Philip’s Church, has excited in 
behalf of yourself and congregation. Seeing “the Jistress you are in, 
now that Jerusalem lieth waste, and the gates thereof are burnt with 
fire,” indifference-in a member.of the same household of faith would 
be criminal. It is difficult to interpret such a dispensation of divine 
providence as the destruction of an edifice devoted to God’s praise. It 
is past finding out! Oh! for stronger faith and clearer views of his 
character and purposes, to enable us to profit by his chastisements as 
weought! Money catnot restore: the associations which endeared 
your veverable edifice to the minds of those who have worshipped with- 
in its walls. ‘The memorials erected to departed worth have perished 
wit! it, and the names of those who sleep in dust will no more be pre- 
sented to the eye, recalling the virtues which adorned their characters, 
and so exciting to diligence in following after them. But, I trust, that 
He, who is able to give you much more than what you have lost will 
supply all your need, and compensate for your privations, in outward 
matters, by the communications of his free spirit, inthose things which 
ure more important, and so, render the glory of the latter greater than 
the glory of the former bouse!” ; 

Froin the “ dlissionary,” printed at Burlington, New-Jersey : ‘* Let 
brotherly love continue.—QOur readers are already informed of the 
destruction of St. Philip's Church by fire. It is a calamity which 
must appeal with irresistable power to every Christian heart. Ina 
letter to Bishop Doane, accompanying the circular on another page, 
the venerable Bishop of Seuth-Carolina writes as follows,—‘! ad- 
dress to you this circular by desire of those most immediately interested 
in its object. The calamity which it represents needs nothing said by 
me to enforce its clam. We are, indeed most sorely afflicted. Ifyou 
can do any thing to help us, pray do.” “From your own diocese 
in particular, we cre aware that we cannot reasonably expect any 
thing to be spared to us. ‘he least contribution. however from our 
brethren any where will be thankfully received. We are happy to he- 
lieve that however little, in comparison with larger and more wealthy 
dioceses, there is something in New-Jersey that may -be “spared” to 
brethren in distress. We are aware of all that some will say of our 
own necessary wants, and of the comparative wealth of our brethren at 
the South. But there are others, and they wetrust not a few, who take 
higher, more generous, more Christian views than these. They re-— 
member that whoever in the wide world is in distress, and needs" their 
aid, becomes at once, in the divine morality of Jesus Christ, their 
“neighbour.” They remember that as there is but one body of the 
Lord Jesus, of which we all are members, so one member cannot suffer 
that the others do not suffer with it. ‘They remember that golden rule 
to do to others as they would have others do to them, —that blessed law 
of love,—bear ye one another’s burthens. ‘They remember that when 
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Northern wants have been presented at the South, warm hearts have 
opened to them liberal hands. They feel indeed the depth of their 
own poverty, but they know that He who in all things gives the increase, 
has taught them not to look upon their own things only, but also on 
the things of others. And bearing always in mind that “according to 
that a man hath it is accepted of him, and not according to that he 
hath not,” they resolve in aid of every worthy claim of Christian char- 
ity, to imitate her example, of whom the divine Redeemer said, “ she 
hath done what she could.” For the sake of all such persons,—that 
those who have not yet attained such measure of the grace of God, 
may not have lack of opportunity—in the discharge of our own duty 
to ourselves, our brethren, and our God,—it will always be our rule to 
preseut every claim which we deem worthy of attention, to the notice 
of our readers. They imust do as they will with what they call their 
owu,—only remembering that they are but stewards of the God of love. 
We will-deliver our own souls. We are not at all afraid that the 
Churchmen of New-Jersey will give too much. We have not a mo- 
ment’s doubt that the more they give on Christian principle to others, 
the more they will have to give, the more they will be disposed to give, 
for the support of their own institutions, and the promotion of their 
own peculiar interests. ‘There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth ; 
there is that withholdeth more than is guod, but it tendeth to poverty.” 
Contributions in aid of thé Congregation of St. Philip’s Church, Char- 
leston, will be received by Jas. H. Sterling, Esq., Burlington. “ The 
jeast contributions,” we repeat the words of Bishop Bowen, “ from our 
brethren any where will be thankfully received.” : 


Offering of a Mother.—This scriptural and interésting eustom is 
still observed in South-Carolina by a few, as appears from the reports of 
one of our parishes on the journals of the last and preceding Conven- 
tions. The following notice from the Churchman, we trust will not be 
without its effect in many parishes: ‘* The subscriber acknowledges 
the receipt of three dollars from a lady of Trinity parish, being the 
suin inclosed in her note requesting the usual thanksgiving to be offer- 
ed for the churching of women.: And the attention of the members of 
the parish is respectfully called to the following rubric, at the close of 
the form of thanksgiving alluded to: * The woman that cometh to give 
hir thanks, must offer accustomed offerings, which shall be applied by 
the minister and the Church-wardens to the relief of distressed women 
in child-bed.” As the observance of the rubric is unhappily fallen 
much inte disuse, this reference is made in the hope of reviving a cus- 
tem which is not only warranted by Church authority, but sanctioned 
by the best sympathies of our gature, and established on the principles 
of gospel charity. J. F. Scuroper.” 


A good hint.—*The Scotch and New-England mode (says the “Phi- 
ladelphian”’) of letting out paupers to farmers, is the best cure for pau- 
perism.” We add, our slave population would be paupers, if they 
were not let out to farmers, and we are glad to see the plan for their 
support and for the relief of the community at large, from a crowd of 
paupers, is approved at the North. 
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Woman’s Kindness.--Mr. F. Grummet, M. P., relates the following 
incident, which oocurred while he was passing through a small village 
near Rochefort, as a prisoner under military escort, It will show to 
those acquainted only with modern customs, the value of the kindness 
formerly practised in washing the feet of strangers. St. Paul, in enu- 
merating: the deeds of kinduess which especially recommended aged 
widows to the kindness of the Church, says, ‘if she have lodged stran- 
gers, if she have washed the saints’ feet, if she have relieved the afflict- 
ed,’ &c. 1 had obtained a fresh supply of canvass for my feet, which 
were much blistered and extremely sore, but this was soon worr out, 
and I suffered dreadfully. About noon we halted in the market place 
of a small town bearing every mark of antiquity, (I think it was 
Melle,) to rest and refresh. To escape the sun | took my seat onan 
old tea chest, standing in front of a huckster’s shop, and removed my 
tattered moccasins. Whilst doing this, an elderly woman came out of 
the shop accompanied by a young girl, very prettily dressed, and 
* Pauvre gareon !’—* Pauvre prisoner !’ were uttered by both. The girl 
with tears in her eyes, looked at my lacerated feet, and then without 
saying a word, returned to the house. In a few minutes afterwards 
she reappeared, but her finery had been taken off, aud she carried a 
large bow! of warm water in her hands. In a moment, the bowl was 
placed before me, she motionéd me to put in my feet, which I did and 
dewn she went upon her knees and washed them in the most tender 
manner, Oh, what luxury was in that half hour! The elder female 
brought me food, whilstthe younger, having performed her office, wrap- 
ped up my feet.iu soft linen, and then fitted on & pair of her mother’s 
shoes. 
“ Hail! woman, hail! last formed in Eden’s bowers, 
’Midst humuning streams and fragrance-breathing flowers: 
Thon art, ’mid hight and gloom,-through good and ill 
Creation’s glory, man’s chief blessing still !— 
Thou calm’st our thoughts as balcyons calm the sea, 
Sooth’st in distress when servile minions flee ; 

» And oh! without thy sun-bright smiles below, 
Life were a night, and earth a waste of woe.” 

During the process above mentioned, numbers had collected round, 
and stood silently witnessing so angelic an act of charity. ‘“ Eulalie”’ 
heeded them not; but when her task was finished, she raised her head, 
and a sweet smile of gratified pleasure beamed on her face.—Ep. Rec. 

Reverence for the Lord’s Day.—The late Bishop Porteus, when 
near death, felt that he could not depart in peace till he had ex- 
pressed his disapprobation of the profanation of the Lord’s day, which 
was then so prevalent in his diocese. “I had, for some time 
past,” he says, “observed in several of the papers, an account of a 
meeting, chiefly of military gentlemen, at an hotel in the west end of 
the town, as held every other Sunday during the winter season. I de- 
termined that it should not pass without reproof; and thought it best to 
go at once to the fountain head, to the person of the principal influence 
in the meeting, the Prince of Wales.” The venerable Bishop was 
then wrapped in flannel, and cairied to Carlton House, where he re- 
quested the honour of an audience, and a personal conference with the 
Prince on the subject. The Prince entered immediately into lis views 
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and confessed that he saw no reason for holding the meeting on Sun- 
days, more than any other day.of tle week ; and he voluntarily pro- 
posed that the day should be changed from Sunday to Saturday, for 
which he suid that he would give immediate orders. 


—<>>-—. 


Pro. Epis. Society for the Advancement of Christianity in So. Ca. 

The Librarian reports the following donation to the Library : 

From the Rev. Mr. Henderson, of New-Orleans.—Livre des Prieres Publiques, De 
L’administvation des Sacremens, et des autres Rites et Ceremonies de L’eglise Selon 
L' usage De i ’eglise Protestante Fpiscopsle ans Les Etats Unis D’' Amerique ; 
avec Le Psautier, ou Les Psuumes de David. Nouvelle edition, par Rev. A. Verren. 


<9 
EPISCOPAL ACTS. 
ORDINATIONS. 

By the Right Rev. Dr. Bowen, Bishop of the Diocese of South-Carolina.—On Sunday, 
the 26th April, I-05, in the . hapel of the Holy Trinity, Grahamville, St. Luke's 
Parish, the Rev. Napoleon B. Screven, Deacon, was admitted into the Holy Order 
of Priests . 

By the Right Rev. Dr. Moore, Bishop of the Diocese of Virginia.—On Tuesday, 
Marca 2], 1835, in St. John’s Church, Richmond, Mr. John Woodville was admitted 
into the Holy Order of Deacons. 


—_—— 

‘ CALENDAR FOR MAY. 
1. St. Philip’s and St. James. | 25. 
10. 3d Sunday after Easter. 27 


28. Ascension. 


17. 4th Sunday after Easter. 
31. Sunday after Ascension. 


3. 2d Sunday after Easter. 26. §ngatin- Days 
24. Sth Sunday after Easter. | 


— —a—— 
ERRATUM. : 
Page 106, (April number) for “volume of inspiration” read “ prayer bool.” 
—-3on— 
TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


We have received a letter without date, signed “Philo,” animadverting upon a 
Review which appeared in our January number. We presume this letter was net 
intended for publication. If, as “ Philo” supvoses, we have misunderstood bis friend 
in any respe¢t, we deeply regfet it, and beg leave to add that we do egteriain great 
respect for him—that we fully concur in several of his opinions; and with respect to 
any of them, if we have expressed dissent in a manner not consistent with chris- 
tian charity or eourtesy; it was far from our intention to do so. 

To “C. W.” to whom we have heen often indebted, we tender our thanks forthe 
“homily” in modern language and style, (whieh was not in time for this number) and 
for the promise of thus rendering other homilies more attractive to the general reader. 
When our readers take up his translation, (may we not so call it?) we think they will 
agree with us, it is done very interestingly, and, we have np doubt, accurately, tho’ 
we have uot had leisure to compare it with the original, 














